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September 11, 2017 / 'זאלול תשע" כ   (version 3) 

Recommendation 
As per guidelines provided by Rav Schwartz and Rav Fuerst in previous years, we are able to recommend a 
number of varieties of bamboo reed fencing sold by Home Depot.* 

(1) The Home Depot stores located at 6211 N. Lincoln Avenue in Chicago and 
2201 Oakton Street in Evanston are selling a 6-foot X 16-foot variety, with 
UPC code 48037 06164, and marked as having a Natural Finish.   This 
variety is available online at http://kshr.us/Fencing-1.  

(2) A second variety, which measures 6-feet X 16-feet, with the Backyard X-
Scapes brand name, UPC code 71746 00530, and marked as being Natural 
“Peeled” Reed Fencing, is available online at http://kshr.us/Fencing-2.   

(3) Split-bamboo screening, with the brand name of Gardman, 
measuring 13-feet X 3.25-feet, and with UPC code 45487 00646 is 
available online at http://kshr.us/Fencing-3.  

 
These varieties may be used as schach only if: 

 The reeds are placed perpendicular to the schach support-beams rather than parallel to the beams, as 
shown in the pictures below. 

 A piece of wood or some other piece of kosher schach should be placed on top of the fencing, so that 
the fencing is secure enough to not blow off during Succos.  [This extra piece of wood should not be 
nailed or otherwise fastened to the schach, and it should be placed perpendicular to the reeds.]  This 
condition applies to all lightweight schach including mats, and is based on Shulchan Aruch 628:2. 

 As with all schach, the schach-portions of the mat must be thick enough that they provide more shaded 
area than open space, as per Shulchan Aruch 631:1.  [In this context, there is reason to assume that 
broken reeds do not “count” towards the calculation of shaded areas.]  It may be necessary to place a 
double layer of mats in order to accomplish this.   

Other similar items have not been investigated and should only be used after consulting with one’s Rabbi.  
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* While there are Poskim who are of the opinion that this fencing may not, l’chatchilah, be used as schach 
due to concerns of מעמיד and דבר המקבל טומאה, Rav Schwartz and Rav Fuerst ruled that it may be used.  
See the explanation page, available at http://www.crcweb.org/Succos.php, for details of these issues. 



Chicago Rabbinical Council  2701 West Howard Street  Chicago, Illinois 60645  773-465-3900  www.crcweb.org 

Explanation 
 מעמיד
The fencing is made of long, thin, reeds or strips 
which are held together with metal wiring (some 
of which is plastic-coated).  There are prominent 
Israeli Poskim who hold that since (a) metal 
wiring is not acceptable for use as schach and (b) 
the wiring binds the fencing together, the fencing 
may not l’chatchilah be used for schach.  This 
concern is known as 1.מעמיד   

However, Rav Fuerst reports that Rav Moshe 
Feinstein zt”l was of the opinion that if the reeds 
are placed perpendicular to the schach support-
beams, the reeds are supported by the beams, 
and the metal wiring merely attaches the reeds 
to one another but is not serving as a מעמיד.  Rav 
Schwartz found this argument to be convincing.  
Accordingly, the fencing may be used as schach if 
it is placed on the succah in the prescribed 
manner.2  

It is noteworthy that as the fragile, individual 
reeds break, those reeds are only supported by 
the metal wiring and no longer qualify for the 
aforementioned leniency.  In samples that we 
have checked over the past few years, 2-10% of 
the reeds in new packages of fencing were 
incomplete to the extent that they were only 
supported by the metal wiring.  This concern can 
potentially be alleviated by strategically placing 
additional support beams under the fencing. 

 דבר המקבל טומאה
Iggeros Moshe3 rules that venetian blinds made 
of wood slats held together with cloth may not 
be used for schach because the cloth (which is a 
 renders the entire set of blinds (דבר המקבל טומאה
a דבר המקבל טומאה and therefore unacceptable 
for use as schach.  Should the same not apply to 
the reed fencing which is held together by metal 
wires which are מקבל טומאה? 

Rav Fuerst answered that the primary use of this 
fencing is when it is attached to the ground with 
metal stakes (עשוי לשמש עם הקרקע) and is therefore 
disqualified from being a דבר המקבל טומאה.  In 
                                                             
1 See Mishnah Berurah 629:22. 
2 Although some reeds will be “suspended” above the support beams 
(held in the air by the fencing’s metal wiring), Rav Fuerst does not 
consider this to be a concern since those reeds would naturally fall 
onto the beams if not for the wires, such that they provide shade 
regardless of the wires. 
3 Iggeros Moshe OC 1:177. 
4 Thus, for example, Rav Fuerst said that it would not be considered 
 on Shabbos to rehang this type of Venetian blinds since they are בונה
not being attached to the ground or to the house.  [See Rema 315:1, 

contrast, Venetian blinds are not considered  עשוי
 because they are merely slid into לשמש עם הקרקע
a frame or housing but are not actually attached 
to the house/ground.4  Accordingly, the concern 
raised by Iggeros Moshe does not apply to the 
product in question, and it may be used as schach 
(assuming, of course, it is put onto the succah in 
the prescribed manner). 

מחמתהצלתה מרובה   
All schach must provide more shade (i.e. filled in 
area) than “sun” (open area) in order to be 
acceptable for use.  When the recommended 
reed fencing was placed on top of a succah it was 
not immediately obvious that it qualified as  צלתה
 and it was difficult to accurately מרובה מחמתה
measure if, in fact, it did.  However, by measuring 
the average reed-diameter and noting 
approximately how many reeds there are per 
linear foot, we were able to determine that on 
average there is about 57-67% coverage/shade 
and that qualifies as 5.צלתה מרובה מחמתה 

It is noteworthy that on a l’chatchilah level, 
broken reeds should not be counted in the 
aforementioned calculation (as noted above), 
such that in some circumstances – especially as 
the fencing is handled repeatedly – the fencing 
may no longer qualify as צלתה מרובה מחמתה 
unless a double layer is used.6   

Pricing 
In recent years we priced a few local and internet 
alternatives for schach and found that: (a) mats 
specifically certified for Succah-use, cost 7 to 11 
times as much per square foot as the ones 
recommended in this document, and (b) stores 
specifically catering to Succah needs were selling 
loose bamboo poles for approximately 13-35% 
cheaper per square foot than similar items at 
Home Depot.   

Price comparisons do not include shipping charges.  Coverage 
provided by the different alternatives was estimated. 

Mishnah Berurah 315:6, and Chazon Ish OC 52:13 regarding 
rehanging blinds which are attached to the house.] 
5 The percentages given in the text were for the samples comprised 
of reeds.  [In the samples of similar items checked in previous years, 
the coverage level was approximately 60% (2013), 55-60% (2014), 
60-65% (2015), and 60% (2016).]  The Gardman sample, which is 
made from strips had a coverage rate of approximately 75%. 
6 Over the years that this testing has been done, there has been a 
noticeable decrease in the number of broken reeds found in the 
samples. 


