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Dedicated to my wife and kids who make fun, fun to have. 

Cleveland has many beautiful and wonderful treasures. My family likes to get out on Sundays 

for free or low-cost outings. Our favorites are grouped below by location. Please check each 

destination’s website for the most current information.  

Quick and Fun Ideas

1. Boston Mills Visitors Center.  Great for a 

first visit to the Cuyahoga Valley National 

Park.  It has several visitor centers, snack 

shops, and clean bathrooms 

a. First time? Easy and level hike or 

bike on the Towpath to Peninsula 

Road.  (Flat, 2.5 miles each way).  

Visitor centers are at both ends.  The 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad 

stops at Peninsula Road (Boston 

Mills’ railroad stop is currently 

washed out).  Bike rentals at 

available at Peninsula.  

b. Hilly intermediate-hard hike to 

Blue Herron Falls.  It has several 

300+ feet elevation changes. 

2. Creek hike in the Chagrin River, 

including at Henry Church Rock (formerly 

known as Squaw Rock), Jackson Beach, or 

the Polo Fields. 

3. Across from the Polo Fields is Forest 

Ridge Preserve for intermediate hill hiking.   

4. A tour of the Cleveland Museum of Art, 

Botanical Gardens, Natural History 

Museum (being renovated, has fun 

animals), Cleveland History Center, and 

MOCA (Museum of Contemporary Art). 

The Art Museum and MOCA have free 

admission. At Botanical Gardens, we love 

the butterfly room and outdoor children’s 

garden. All of University Circle is worth 

exploring -- summer or winter. 

4. Holden Arboretum’s 120-foot-tall 

emergent tower and canopy walk. If you 

join the Botanical Gardens, Holden 

Arboretum is included. A great value. 

5. If you like climbing towers, check out 

President Garfield’s Tomb at Lake View 

Cemetery. Climb to the top and look toward 

the city and Lake Erie.  
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6. Virginia Kendell Ledges at the Cuyahoga 

Valley National Park. Great hike in rocky 

gorges.  The temperature drops when you 

hike down the rock gorges.  There are easy 

hikes and challenging places to squeeze 

through and climb rocks.  It has a 

picturesque depression-era picnic shelter 

(with decent bathrooms) and a century-old 

stone staircase (on the hiking path).   

7. Kayaking.  LaDue Reservoir is placid and 

flat and has rentals.  The Cuyahoga River in 

Downtown Cleveland is urban, has access 

to Lake Erie and Whiskey Island/Wendy 

Park, and can be a fun way to visit the Flats.  

There are rentals there as well.  Check the 

water quality on the Cuyahoga River before 

getting wet.   

8. Doan Brooke and Shaker Lakes Nature 

Center.  Shaker Lakes Nature Center has a 

small visitor center, several boardwalk 

paths, and paths through the woods. 

Around Shaker Lakes are several unofficial, 

but well-worn, paths.  Across from Roxboro 

Elementary are openings to very unofficial 

paths that lead to the brook, including steep 

rock climbing and graffiti art (but watch for 

water quality as the sewer district effluent 

overflows during a large rain event).   

9. The Beaver Marsh is a boardwalk on the 

Towpath.  We go at dusk with beavers, 

muskrat, and large turtles come out to play 

and swim.  

Downtown and Bikes on the RTA 

RTA light rail system is very useful, and for just $5, you can ride all day. When we go 

downtown, we take the Green Line of the RTA, which runs directly from Green/Shaker to 

Tower City. From Beachwood/Heights, downtown is a fun downhill bike ride (often cutting 

through Little Italy to University Circle, through MLK and the Cultural Gardens, to the 

Shoreway), and return with our bikes on the RTA.   

Euclid Creek Reservation  

This MetroPark reservation follows Euclid Creek through a small river valley.  There is a trail 

that runs the length of the reservation and follows the creek as it flows. There are several picnic 

areas with nice playgrounds and picnic areas. Prepare to explore – we found off-map hilly trails 

that led to caves.   

Acacia Reservation

Among the newest MetroPark is Acacia Reservation, a former country club now returning to its 

natural state.  The land was donated to prevent it from being developed into a shopping mall. 

The trails follow the original golf cart path and are well paved. I’ve seen people fish in the 

pond. At dusk, you can sometimes hear coyotes howling and find lots of toads and frogs on the 

paths.  
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East Side off RT. 87 

The West Woods Nature Center. The visitor center has a geology museum with hands-on 

displays for children, clean bathrooms, and live bird and bee exhibits. Outside there are many 

trails, some of which are paved (and can support a normal stroller) down through wetlands. 

Bird feeding is popular at a designated spot.  Longer trails go through the woods to Ansel’s 

Cave, used during the civil war, though you cannot enter the cave. My kids like to swing on the 

vines hanging along the trails. You can pick up a map on site. 

http://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/parks/the-west-woods  

The American Society of Metals. ASM is hard to spot. The official address is 9639 Kinsman 

Road, Russell Township. It is just beyond and adjacent to the West Woods Nature Center. There 

is a sign out front with a long driveway through soft green hills. You cannot see the building 

from Rt. 87. Once you find the sign, turn into the driveway and continue down until you see the 

building, which looks like something out of “Men in Black.”. You can park in front of the 

building. Inside are multiple raw metals in their unprocessed form, along with beautiful 

gardens and fountains. The “inside” is not enclosed, so don’t go in the rain. The site is 

wonderful for pictures. (Note – check before coming to see if it is open to the public). 

http://www.asminternational.org  

Punderson State Park. Further down Rt. 87 is Punderson State Park. Punderson has a golf 

course, lodge, hiking trails, archery range, and a beach; although the last time we visited, the 

beach was a disappointment. There is a boat launch where we have launched kayaks and is free 

to use; however, the lake is smaller than LaDue Reservoir, which is off Rt. 44 and preferred for 

kayaking. https://ohiodnr.gov/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/punderson-state-park

Burton. If you continue east on Rt. 87, you will hit historic Burton. The central Burton circle 

hosts a yearly maple syrup festival. Also adjacent to the main circle is Century Village, a historic 

village you can tour. http://www.centuryvillagemuseum.org/

Amish Country. Further east down Rt. 87 puts you into Middlefield/Mesopotamia and Amish 

Country http://www.visitamishcountry.com/

EAST (RT. 422)

LaDue Reservoir. A great spot to kayak and canoe is LaDue Reservoir located off Rt. 422 and 

State Rt. 44.  The water is calm and clean.  The reservoir is the City of Akron's drinking water 

supply, so they don't allow you to swim or use gas motors; however, it is a great location to fish 

and kayak, and we have seen many people bring small catamarans or use craft with small 

electric motors.  
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There is a small bait shop that rents boats and is located at the parking lot off Valley Rd. While 

there are many places to put your own boats into the water, there is only one that has a boat 

rental location. 

Nelson’s Ledges. Nelson’s Ledges State Park is located off Rt. 422, south on Rt. 282, southeast of 

Cleveland. The roads leading to the park are not well marked so follow closely on a map. The 

park is great for hiking through enormous rock gorges. Parts of the more difficult trails require 

long legs to move from rock to rock. Temperatures change dramatically as you move up and 

down elevations between rocks. Follow signs for the “icebox” to experience the greatest 

temperature changes. You cannot let kids out of your sight because there are steep cliffs in this 

park. Make sure you bring a camera. The parking lot has an outhouse, a picnic pavilion, and 

grills. This is one of the area’s better unique natural attractions. https://ohiodnr.gov/go-and-

do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/nelsonkennedy-ledges-state-park

Lake Farm Park. The park is located in Chardon. There is an entrance fee. The park teaches 

about farming and has live animals and seasonal events, such as hayrides. My kids love it! 

http://www.lakemetroparks.com/parks-trails/farmpark

Holden Arboretum. The Arboretum has hundreds of acres to explore including a 120-foot 

wood emergent tower that takes you above the trees to see to Lake Erie. There is also an 

elevated canopy walk through the trees. Both are awesome. The gardens are beautiful and 

picturesque. At times, there are nets to catch frogs and other children’s activities. Tree houses 

and child-size sheds are scattered throughout the site. The Arboretum is located in Kirtland. A 

family membership gets you into Botanical Gardens as well. https://holdenfg.org/

Penitentiary Glen Reservation. The Reservation in the Lake County MetroPark located at 8668 

Kirtland-Chardon Road. It has an excellent indoor nature center with hands-on activities and a 

see-through beehive. The park also has an animal rehabilitation center with live animals. The 

highlight of the park is the Lake Shore Live Steamers train rides 

(http://www.lakeshorelivesteamers.com) where on select Sundays volunteers bring their 

model trains (approximately 1.5 feet wide and many feet long) and allow families to ride 

through the park’s 5-minute long forest train track. Everyone loves the FREE train rides. The 

park also has an excellent natural playground for very young children.  If there are no events, 

there are trails that run through the woods that we recommend with river access. The park also 

has art shows, live animals, and other free events. www.lakemetroparks.com  

Observatory Park. If you want to check out stars on a dark clear night, head to Observatory 

Park MetroPark. It is a certified dark-spot and has telescopes onsite along with friendly staff to 

point out stars and constellations during events. They are open late in the summer until 1 am 

and it is a great spot for star photography.  
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Chagrin River Valley 

The Chagrin River Valley has many wonderful MetroParks with trails that run beside the 

Chagrin River. Chagrin River Road runs along the river and has many opportunities to park, 

hike to and in the river, or ride a bike. We recently saw mink running in the area. 

http://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/visit. Best to avoid creek hikes after heavy rains 

due to increased runoff pollution due to agricultural and septic waste. 

South Chagrin Reservation  

The Polo Fields. Located in the South Chagrin Reservation, on the corner of South Woodland 

(Rt. 87) and Chagrin River Road, it hosts a variety of activities. There is rough access to the 

Chagrin River, and my children like to wade in the water and play with the rocks. We catch 

tadpoles there and watch them turn into frogs.  

Jackson Field/Beach. During the summer when the more popular areas of the Chagrin River 

trails are busy, we like to head over to Jackson Field, as it has access to both the river and trails.  

The river there has a shallow beach and on a sheer cliff on the opposite bank; however, the 

middle of the river has some strong currents so keep an eye on little kids. 

Henry Church Rock. There is excellent Chagrin River access available at Henry Church 

(formally Squaw) Rock in Solon. The parking lot has an outhouse, fire pit, swings, and picnic 

tables. The hike to the river takes you down large carved rock steps, over bridges, and under 

overhanging rocks. Henry Church Rock itself has a mermaid carved into a large stone, hence 

the name. At the end of the trail (before heading back uphill), the river has a waterfall and is a 

popular destination for waders. The waterfall crosses the river and we’ve hiked on the top and 

into the falls. It’s great for a hot day. Upstream, even beyond the trail, is a natural waterslide 

and swimming hole. Access to Henry Church Rock is easiest by heading east (and downhill) 

from the Metroparks entrance off SOM Center Road (Rt. 91) south of Miles Road. 

Quarry Rock. The waterslide portion of the river is just “around the bend” and it’s worth 

getting wet to see. To access this portion, you will need to creek walk upstream for about five 

minutes and it is hidden from view from the trail. Access to the area can be achieved through 

the Quarry Rock picnic area or through the Henry Church Rock trailhead and hiking or creek 

walking upstream from the rock. Be aware that you do need to get wet to access the area if you 

go from Henry Church Rock.  

Miles Road Sledding Hill. In the winter, our favorite sledding hill is across from the 

intersection of Miles and Chagrin River Road (South Chagrin Reservation). The large hill has a 

campfire on top and a rope to help with the climb; often, it’s icy. It may have “moguls”. There 

are smaller adjacent hills for little kids. Many people come to cross-country ski in the snow 

covering the hiking paths. 
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Sulphur Springs. The area is a great place to go creek hiking with little kids. The creek starts off 

relatively shallow, only knee deep, and you can walk on the banks if you aren't comfortable. 

The creek eventually leads to a small waterfall that you can play in.  The trail head has a picnic 

pavilion and outhouses. 

Downtown Chagrin Falls. Follow Chagrin Blvd east with all its turns until you come to Main 

St., then find a place to park. In the summer, you can hike down to the famous falls. Upstream 

is a nice park. The area is centered on the river and has a great small-town feel. There are some 

unique shops in the square. There is a viewing platform with stairs you can walk down to get a 

scenic view of the falls as well as access the river below.  

North Chagrin Reservation 

(NOTE: If you put North Chagrin Reservation into Apple Maps it will take you to Wilson Mills 

trailhead which has no vehicle access to the main reservation.) 

Going north along the Chagrin River is the MetroParks’ large North Chagrin Reservation. The 

park is between SOM Center Road (Rt. 91) and Chagrin River Road, south of Chardon Rd. (Rt. 

6). The park has many picnic areas.  

Squire’s Castle. Squire’s Castle is an old mansion kids can explore. The area has 

swings, picnic tables, usually horses, and is a favorite spot for motorcyclists. Behind the 

castle is a network of trails we like to hike. It is very hilly and the trails are not paved. 

The North Chagrin Nature Center. The Nature Center (access off SOM Center Rd.) contains 

exhibits about wildlife (and bathrooms). Outside the Nature Center is the “duck-pond” and an 

extensive network of boardwalks over wetlands.  

Buttermilk Falls. While the falls are hard to spot from the road, they are easy to access. There is 

a small parking lot at Buttermilk Falls. We like to get out and hike down the falls. We access it 

from the ledge on the side of the observation deck, but it is not an official trail.  It’s a fun off-

map hike.  

Old River Farm Sledding Area. In the winter, there is a sled hill that is lit up for night sledding. 

Beaches 

Fairport Harbor.  Maintained by Lake MetroParks, the beach is kept clean and has a 

playground for kids.  There are no lifeguards present so swim at your own risk. 

Wildwood Beach. While technically part of Euclid Creek Reservation, the beach is disconnected 

from the main reservation. The beach doesn't have lifeguards present. 
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Mentor Headlands Beach. The water there is perceived as being cleaner than other beaches in 

Cleveland. The beach is large. There are many picnic pavilions, playgrounds, and paved paths. 

For privacy, we go early (by 9am) before anyone else has arrived, and then leave before lunch. 

There are outhouses at the beach. The sand along the shore is rocky so bring sandals. Check for 

lifeguards before you swim and do not put your head under the water. 

https://ohiodnr.gov/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/headlands-beach-state-park

Downtown Cleveland

(Note: Since starting this guide Downtown Cleveland has exploded with life!) 

Edgewater Park. The recently renovated beachfront is usually busy during the summer, as it is 

situated right off the Detroit Shoreway Riverfront. The park is home to one of the Cleveland 

signs. The park has trails and beach areas. Edgewater is a sandy beach which has lifeguards 

present and allows swimming. Always check the water quality before you swim in Lake Erie.   

Whiskey Island/Wendy Park are accessed via Edgewater Park.  

The Flats. The Flats is an entertainment destination situated on the banks of the Cuyahoga 

River.  Relative to outdoor activities, there is a boardwalk and a water tax connecting the two 

riverbanks. With the new pedestrian bridge from the West Bank of the Flats to Whiskey 

Island/Wendy Park, it’s possible to ride/hike from the East Bank of the Flats, to the West Bank, 

to Whiskey Island/Wendy Park to Edgewater Park.  

We like to kayak on the Cuyahoga River.  Kayaking on the river often includes the train bridge 

going up and down and sounding its horn before doing so, listening to the music from the clubs 

and live venues that abut the river, and sometimes getting out of the way of the oar freighters 

that bring materials upstream to the steel mills (just find a place to hold on to the side when 

freighters come by – and there is plenty of warning from the Port Authority).   

The Greater Cleveland Aquarium. The aquarium has a large variety of fish and worth a visit. It 

was built inside an old factory and is located underneath the new Superior Viaduct Bridge. 

The Cleveland Water Taxi. The Water Taxi, near the Aquarium parking lot, will take you from 

the East Bank to the West Bank of the Flats. It is run by the Cleveland MetroParks and the stop 

on the East Bank is walkable from the RTA Waterfront line, which is planned to be reopened 

soon. 

Jet Ski and Kayak Rentals. Next to the water taxi is a facility renting jet skis, kayaks, pontoons, 

and small speed boats.  

Superior Viaduct. (A half bridge that overlooks the river, a swing bridge, and great views of the 

city). To get to the Viaduct from Public Square, go west over the Detroit-Superior (Veteran’s 
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Memorial) Bridge. At West 25th Street, take a hard right, almost 180 degrees, onto a narrow 

street, called Superior Viaduct. Drive all the way to the end. There is parking by a restaurant 

and for the Cuyahoga County Engineer. The viaduct is a half-bridge overlooking the West Bank 

of the Flats. The viaduct affords a great view of downtown and its many means of 

transportation. You don’t realize you're high up until you look down. 

From the top, you can see the Center Street swing-bridge, which regularly swings open and 

closed in the summer based on the Cuyahoga River boat traffic. You can see the trains running 

along the Superior Bridge and all the activity in the Flats. We bring a picnic lunch and eat while 

watching the boats on the Cuyahoga River. It’s windy up top so bring a hat. There is a 

bathroom in the restaurant.  

Whiskey Island/Wendy Park. Whiskey Island/Wendy Park is a Cuyahoga County/City of 

Cleveland park with a small beach and marina/boat ramp. To get there, you first go to 

Edgewater Park and make a hard right, following signs. The road is narrow, so drive carefully. 

You’ll know you’re going the right way when you pass and smell the sewage treatment plant. 

Eventually, you’ll hit Whiskey Island.

Whiskey Island has a marina (though it seems more people are grilling on their boats and then 

going on the water). There are volleyball nets and a large grassy area. Jet skis can be rented. You 

can explore the old Coast Guard station, home to a private sailing club, down the concrete 

walkway to where the Cuyahoga River empties into Lake Erie.  It’s worth the hike but be 

cautious of young children as there are no fences and one could fall into the river. The train 

bridge moves up and down based on Cuyahoga River boat traffic. A bathroom and restaurant 

are on site. Cleveland has the Burning River festival, among other things, at Whiskey Island. It 

is also a favorite place to launch kayaks into Lake Erie. 

East 9th Street Pier. Voinovich Park is located at the end of the East 9th Street. There are large 

areas for recreation including a skateboard park and volleyball, and people fish off the pier. 

During the summer, we attended the Tall Ships festival at the park as well as July 4th fireworks. 

The park is easily walkable to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Great Lakes Science Center, and 

Burke Lakefront Airport. Cleveland Browns Stadium is also nearby. Recently apartments and 

restaurants have been built on the pier, so parking is limited.  The pier is a great place to watch 

the Cleveland National Airshow, as planes fly directly overhead.  

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame is on the East 9th Street Pier. The building is 

worth seeing from the outside, looking like the Louvre in Paris. The museum is excellent if you 

enjoy rock and roll.  A “Cleveland” sign, with the skyline behind, is set up for photos. 

www.rockhall.com  

The Great Lakes Science Center. The Science Center is close to the East 9th Street Pier. My kids 

enjoy touring the museum, and it has many hands-on exhibits. NASA has a permanent exhibit 
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inside the museum, including a real space capsule. Center admission can include access to the 

Mather – a large Great Lakes shipping vessel that was built in 1925 (it is only open in the 

summer, however). The Center also has an IMAX theater which shows a range of educational 

films. http://www.greatscience.com.  Consider becoming a member if you have a family. 

Membership here gets your free admission to many other reciprocal museums. Locally we’ve 

used our museum pass to gain free admission to: 

- COSI – in Columbus, Ohio (well worth the drive – it’s an all-day museum) 

- Pittsburgh Children’s Museum (excellent – even older children enjoy – it puts the 

Cleveland museum to shame) 

- Pittsburgh Science Center (includes a tour of a cold war submarine and a science-

exercise facility) 

- Though requiring an overnight stay, we have also used reciprocity to gain admission to 

the Toronto Science Center and Montreal Science Centers in Canada. 

Burke Lakefront Airport. Burke Lakefront is a small airport on Lake Erie. The airport hosts the 

annual Cleveland National Airshow over Labor Day weekend. The International Women’s Air 

& Space Museum is inside the airport and admission is free. http://iwasm.org

USS COD. The USS Cod is a WWII submarine museum that is open seasonally (from Memorial 

Day to Labor Day).  The submarine was totally redone in 2021 to repair from damage of sitting 

in the mud for decades. The submarine is located next to the Coast Guard Station near Burke 

Lakefront Airport. 

Cleveland Lakefront State Park. This park, while not natural and made from dredged fill, is a 

favorite of birdwatchers. The park has a great view of downtown and trails. The park is blocked 

off by a fence on one side to prevent deer from damaging the plant and bird habitat. You can 

bike from downtown to this park using the Lakefront Bikeway.   

The Money Museum. The Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland is an impressive building that 

contains a Learning Center and Money Museum. It’s only open from 10-2 on Monday through 

Thursday, but admission is free. There are hands-on activities for kids and worth a visit just to 

see the building. Plan to spend no more than 2 hours. 

Cleveland Public Library Main Branch. The Main Branch of the library is located on Superior 

Avenue has a fun Makerspace. For only the cost of the materials used, you gain access to a 3-D 

printer, 3-D scanner, full music, video and photo studio, a laser engraver and a vinyl engraver.  

Progressive Field Tour. To take a tour of Progressive Field, you will need to reserve tickets in 

advance as the tour is not always available. The tour leaves from the team shop off Carnegie 

and takes you through both the public and team areas including training areas and the field. If 

you are a baseball fan, I highly recommend the tour.  
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Tower City Observation Deck. The observation deck gives you a panoramic view of the city.  

Huntington Convention Center. The roof of the Convention Center is a giant lawn and hosts 

events.  It has great views of the lake and downtown. The area is used by downtown residents 

as a dog park.   

Public Square Spray Park.  The spray park in Public Square is located in front of the Soldiers 

and Sailors Monument (open daily). During the summer, kids run around amongst the 

fountains and, in the winter, an ice-skating rink is set up and has skate rentals available.  

Cleveland Script Sign. Just off Abbey Avenue is a “Cleveland” sign with a view of downtown. 

It's a great place to photograph the Cleveland skyline, and you can access the towpath trail. 

There is parking right under the Interstate 90 bridge. 

West Side Market. The Market is an interesting place to see how an old-fashioned marketplace 

functioned. It’s now part of the W. 25th Street entertainment district.   

University Circle

A place I could spend all day. One of the most beautiful areas in Cleveland is University Circle, 

home to Case Western Reserve University. The area includes Severance Hall -- home of the 

Cleveland Orchestra -- and many museums.  

The Cleveland Art Museum. The museum has a world class collection of both historical and 

modern pieces with a beautiful atrium at its heart. The museum has wonderful exterior gardens 

and a picturesque lake. Admission to the building is free. There are spaces designed for young 

children as well.  We attend Sunday family activities in the atrium. If you need nice family 

photos, take them at Wade Oval Lagoon in front of the Art Museum. 

http://www.clevelandart.org  

The Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Currently under its second renovation in the last 

decade, the Museum is a family favorite, with good child-friendly exhibits (and a famous 

climbable outdoor dinosaur). Make sure to check out the outdoor animal exhibits and basement 

children’s areas. https://www.cmnh.org  

The Cleveland Botanical Gardens. The Cleveland Botanical Gardens has an indoor butterfly 

room and huge outdoor garden (including edible plants you can sample). The children’s garden 

is amazing, with tree houses, small ponds with rocks to cross, and places to dig. Admission is 

part of the Holden Arboretum family pass. https://holdenfg.org/

Wade Oval. Around all the museums is the park-like outdoor area known as Wade Oval. On 

Wednesday night in the summer, attend “Wade Oval Wednesdays” for free concerts. In the 

winter there is a free ice-skating rink (skates rentals or a small fee). It is a great place for a walk, 
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even if you don’t want to visit any of the museums. Money continues to be invested to ensure 

University Circle remains a Cleveland gem. 

Lake View Cemetery. While seemingly an odd location to include in a guide to Cleveland, 

nevertheless I highly recommend visiting. The cemetery is home to several notable final resting 

places including Eliot Ness, John D. Rockefeller, and President James A Garfield. The Tomb of 

President Garfield is accessible to the public and is worth seeing. Inside the tomb is a large 

memorial on the main floor and in the basement is the actual crypt. The highlight of the Tomb is 

on the roof and the amazing view it provides of the whole city. The rest of the cemetery is a 

great place to walk and bike.  Fans of the Avengers movie may recognize the dam, deep in the 

cemetery. 

The Cleveland Cultural Gardens. Along Martin Luther King Blvd. is Cleveland’s cultural 

gardens. The gardens can be seen from the car; however, they are best seen on foot. Many ethnic 

groups and nationalities have separate gardens, some better maintained than others.  Fun 

gardens include Italian, Hungarian, English (to Shakespeare) and Hebrew.  The 1980’s treasure 

hunt book Secret had a prize hidden in the Greek garden until it was found in 2006. 

http://www.culturalgardens.org/

Rockefeller Greenhouse.  Located adjacent to the Cultural Gardens, the greenhouse is free and 

has outdoor and indoor gardens, and it's a great place for photos. Inside the staff will 

sometimes let you pick fruit from the trees for free and they are delicious. 

The Children’s Museum. The Museum moved locations during the 2010’s and is now located 

in an old mansion off Euclid Ave.  

Heights Area Attractions 

Shaker Nature Center. Close and quiet... off South Park Blvd. (and its mansions). There is an 

indoor nature center with exhibits. I like the trails, including a boardwalk through wetlands one 

can push a stroller over.  Several dirt trails cross the park and connect to the other Shaker parks.  

Horseshoe Lake Park. We enjoy Horseshoe Lake Park (as of this writing Horseshoe Lake has 

been drained and the fate of the lake and dam is unknown). The park has bathrooms, picnic 

pavilions, great climbing equipment, a handicap accessible treehouse, and trails (with 

boardwalks) through the woods. The trails lead around the lakes, though some are unpaved 

paths through the woods. 

Fairhill Running Path. The path follows Doan Brook, which leads from the Shaker 

Lakes to the Cultural Gardens and eventually Lake Erie. There is a paved path, or you 

can take the dirt paths down to the brook, but be aware that after it rains sewage 

overflows into the creek.   
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The Shaker Median. The median path in Beachwood is a popular addition. The path follows 

the route of the RTA from Warrensville to Brainard Circle. The path runs through the 

Beachwood Park (which also contains a sledding hill, picnic pavilion with bathrooms, and free 

WiFi). We use the path to access the Beachwood Library and JCC Campus. Beachwood recently 

installed an outdoor exercise park and dog park.  At the end of the path on Brainard Road, you 

can cross to the Pepper Pike Park, which has swings, trails, and a small creek. Friendship Circle 

is also located at the end of the path.  

Cleveland Zoo 

The Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. The Zoo is excellent and is highly recommended. 

Twice a day, the Zoo’s elephant exhibit has an elephant crossing. Time your visit to see 

the elephants “crossing” from one side of the exhibit to the other. There is also an 

indoor Rain Forest, which is always warm and with interactive animals – great for a 

winter visit. We have used our Zoo membership to obtain free and discounted 

admission at other zoos. 

West Side 

Rocky River MetroParks. Rocky River MetroParks is located right behind Cleveland Hopkins 

International Airport and is one of our newer discoveries. We like the Rockcliff Springs area. 

We either play in the river or climb to the top of the cliff for the view. To get up the cliff face, 

you need to climb a very tall staircase, and it is a great cardio workout.  

Browns Training Camp. The Browns training camp is in Berea and is free to attend; however, 

you do need to reserve tickets. At the camp, you can watch the practice or check out the 

activities set up for kids. To park, you can either look for street parking or pay to park in 

someone's private driveway. 

Vermilion. At the western end of Lorain County is the port city of Vermilion. It’s 

accessed off Rt.6 west. The City has a large marina lined with well-kept vacation homes 

(the Lagoons) and large boats. There is a small beach. It’s fun to walk around, but there 

isn’t that much else to do. I haven’t found anyone willing to rent boats. Vermilion hosts 

the annual Woollybear Festival. Vermilion is halfway to Cedar Point (the best roller 

coaster park in the country). Lorain County also maintains MetroParks, including those 

along the Black River, which have hiking and biking trails.  

SOUTH 
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The Cuyahoga Valley National Park 

The Best in the City! The Cuyahoga Valley National Park is located along the Cuyahoga River. 

This is a Cleveland treasure and can be explored over many weekends. If you try just one place 

in this guide – go here. Most of the park is between Rockside Road (south of 480) and Akron. 

The Park is famous for two elements that run beyond its boundaries: the Towpath and the 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad (www.cvsr.com). My family enjoys visiting new parts of the 

park at each visit. http://www.nps.gov/cuva/  

The park is based along the old Ohio Canal. The canal flowed between Lake Erie and the Ohio 

River to transport goods between the Mississippi River and New York City. It was destroyed by 

a flood in the early 1900s and replaced with railroads. Parts of the canal have been restored. 

The Canal Visitors Center. The Canal Visitors Center is along a restored portion of the Ohio 

Canal. The site has a historical home/museum. During the summer, volunteers in period 

costume open and close the lock doors, raising and lowering the water in the lock. It’s a great 

place to start exploring the park and popular with both bikers and picnickers. There is parking 

and all activities are free (except the train, see below). There is access to the towpath and a great 

pedestrian bridge to the train station. Even if you don’t take the train, it’s still fun to watch it go 

by. 

Towpath Trail. The Towpath is one of the best parts of the park system. The Towpath runs 

from downtown Cleveland to downtown Canton. The Towpath runs along the Cuyahoga 

Valley Scenic Railroad and Cuyahoga River.  The goal is to one day extend the Scenic Railroad 

from downtown Akron to downtown Cleveland. It is used by hikers, kayakers, and bikers. 

Along the Towpath are many other trails and short hikes focused around the river and its past 

uses, including old quarries. There are other bike paths in the park, including the Summit 

County MetroPark bike paths that connect to the Towpath. The Towpath also connects 

(indirectly) to the paths in the Cleveland MetroParks South Chagrin Reservation. 

Bike, Hike, and Kayak Aboard. Combine the Towpath and train!!! The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 

Railroad runs in the park and offers riders a leisurely tour of the park via train. The Railroad 

also has specials in the summer allowing bikers, hikers, and kayakers to ride, paddle, or run as 

far as they can on the towpath, and catch the train back to the parking lot, aptly known as “bike-

aboard.” We try to do this as often as possible. www.cvsr.com 

Boston Road Visitors Center.  This brand-new visitor center is located where the Towpath 

intersects Boston Road and includes a museum regarding towpath boats (with a covered porch 

and rocking chairs), snack shop, art museum, and a brand new and large visitors center, along 

with several bathroom buildings.  This is a great first place to explore in the park.  Parking is 

scattered throughout the area.  Adjacent is a great hike to Blue Heron Falls, which is a difficult 

hike up and down hills.   
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Where to start. If you need a place to start, go to the middle of the park on Rt. 303, where it 

crosses the Cuyahoga River. The intersection includes many restaurants, as well as art galleries, 

a train station, and bike rentals at Century Cycles (http://centurycycles.com). This is a popular 

area for motorcyclists. 

For a fun first ride, head north from Rt. 303 (Peninsula) on the towpath to the Boston Road 

Visitors Center, which is a 2.5 mile trip. The trip will take you past old canal structures and 

under huge highway bridges (for Rt. 80 and 271). At Boston Road Visitors Center, the park has a 

museum about the old canal boats.  It features a large front porch filled with rocking chairs. It’s 

a scene to behold.  Across the street is a general store with cold drinks, ice cream, and other 

historical touches. The Boston Road stop is very close to the Boston Mills ski resort and CVSR 

train stop. After getting sufficiently refreshed and using the bathroom, you can head back south 

to Rt. 303. When “bike-aboard” is running, you can also ride the train back to Rt. 303. Just make 

sure to time your ride so you catch the train – plan to be at the stop 10 minutes before the train 

is scheduled to arrive. Remember, stay to the right on the trails. 

For your second longer ride, start south at Indigo Lake. We ride the Towpath north, stopping at 

Szalay’s Sweet Corn Farm Store for fresh produce.  On a Sunday, the Farm Store often has live 

music and lots of rocking chairs. Adjacent to the Szalay’s is a ranger station and clean 

bathrooms. My kids have a National Park “passport”, and we get it stamped at all the ranger 

stations and tourist stops in the park.  

Deep Rock Quarry. Just south of Rt. 303 on Riverview Road is Summit County MetroPark’s 

Deep Rock Quarry Park. There is a short hike to the quarry where huge carved steps 

demonstrate how stone was cut from hills. My kids are fond of this easy hike. Towpath access is 

also available from this park. 

Kendall Ledges. Also, in the park is the Virginia Kendell Ledges. This area is great for hiking 

and rock climbing. My kids love the rock gorges but surrounding all the rocks are easy-to-

traverse flat paths. There are places to squeeze through narrow passages and climb.  This is an 

excellent place to hike with very small, adventurous children and older adults. The parking area 

has a large picnic shelter with bathrooms. The structure was built during the Great Depression. 

Brandywine Falls.  The falls are connected to Summit County bike paths and up the hill from 

the Towpath.  There are great up and down hill hikes.  There is a beautiful boardwalk to the 

view the falls.  Adjacent to the falls is a small bed and breakfast with sheep.    

William McKinley Tomb. Located in Canton, the tomb is a beautiful edifice; however, there is 

not much to do there as it is mostly for those who are historically minded. 

NFL Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame located in Canton is excellent for those who are fans of 

Football occasionally the hall hosts exhibition games. 
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Industry 

My children still talk about the tour they took of the Schwebel’s bread factory in Solon (free). 

Check out http://www.factorytoursusa.com/state/ohio for a list of similar tours.  

ONE (OR TWO) TANK TRIPS 

Erie - Presque Isle is a fun state park located on a peninsula branching out from Erie, Pa. There 

are beaches and places to rent boats. 

Dayton - The US Air Force Museum is excellent and admission is free. The museum has acres of 

airplanes and up-to-date exhibits, as well they have a collection of old Air Force Ones, including 

the plane that flew the body of President Kennedy to DC 

Columbus – COSI science center is awesome. My kids never tire of the permanent exhibits. The 

Columbus Zoo is also great but not free (though there is a discount). It has manatees, which 

Cleveland lacks. 

Pittsburgh – Children’s Museum, Science Center, and Zoo. All are terrific and worth the drive. 

The Zoo has an aquarium. If you have reciprocity with museums from Cleveland, then this is 

worth an overnight trip since you only have to pay for the hotel. Also hit the Duquesne Incline 

with views of all three rivers and Acrisure Stadium. 

Toledo – Art Museum – admission is free. There are hands-on activities in the galleries for 

children and the guards were great, pointing out cool parts of the art to my kids. The museum 

also has a glass gallery and daily glass blowing demonstrations. (Check for times on the 

website). It’s worth the ride from Cleveland to see the glass blowing. 

http://www.toledomuseum.org  

WE’RE always looking for other great spots...Please share them with us so we can add it to the 

guide. (Last updated Spring 2023). We can be reached via email, Aaron Evenchik; 

aevenchik@hahnlaw.com and edited by Betzalel Evenchik; solevenchik@gmail.com
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